DEA0    FED   TO    THE   BOGS

their home where, in a forest clearing,, they came upon
a group of dancing girls., of whom they captured and
married two. The two girls, who were the daughters
of a king, became the mothers of the world-conquering
Huns and the Magyars who, under Arpad, occupied
the plain between the Danube and the Theiss in the
tenth century.

I do not know what happened to this precious
carpet. I was not in a position to make an offer for it,
and it is not improbable that it shared the fate of many
of the other finds made by the Ko2;lov Expedition
that had no intrinsic value.

After a few days' stay at Dzumodo, of which I had
so many unpleasant memories from my previous visit,
I went on alone towards Urga.

I need not go into the details of my journey. It was
a long series of hardships and privations, such as I
have already recounted in connection with my
previous journeys and, in any case, I was by this time
used to them.

One day, after many days and nights spent in the
saddle, I again found myself looking down upon the
golden roofs and vast temple of the Ganden Monastery.
I was now within a short distance of Urga and I
ought to have felt glad, but gloomy thoughts as to
the immediate future overshadowed any elation that
the nearness of my goal might have evoked. It was
most unlikely that Vladimirov was still in Urga, and
even if he were I had no reason to be certain that he
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